






Contacting your 
Legislators
1-800-562-6000

Each legislative district has 
two state representatives 
and one state senator and 
some cities are located in 
more than one legislative 
district. 

To easily look up your 
legislator’s correctly 
spelled name and contact 
information visit apps.leg.
wa.gov/districtfinder 

Or to leave them all a 
message, just call the 
Legislative Message Center at 
1-800-562-6000.

Promote City Fiscal
Health and Flexibility
Cities need broad discretion in using existing 
revenue sources to respond to local challenges. 
It’s critical that cities and towns also have the 
authority to look for new and innovative strategies 
and resources.

•	LEOFF 1 Medical and Long-Term Care Costs: 
Seek legislation that provides financial assis-
tance for cities in paying for these liabilities.

•	Property Tax: Recognizing that the Legislature 
reinstated the 1% cap on property taxes, 
we will continue to work with them on the 
property tax system that benefits cities.

 
Maintain and Develop
Quality Infrastructure for
Safety and Development
It is in the state’s interest to help cities develop 
and maintain a strong infrastructure system that 
promotes economic development, a high quality 
of life, public health and safety and a healthy 
environment. As public works become more 
complex, cities need more management flexibility. 

•	Infrastructure Funding – Increase Existing 
Grant and Loan Programs: Seek increased 
funding for infrastructure and economic devel-
opment programs.

•	Community Economic Revitalization Board 
(CERB) and Job Development Fund: Obtain 
permanent funding for the CERB and the Job 
Development Fund.

Provide for Flexible General
Government Operations
It’s vital that cities have the flexibility and local 
decision-making authority to make the right 
decisions for their citizens. Cities must be able to 
develop service delivery tools in a way that’s cost-
effective, efficient and flexible—and free from 
unwarranted restraint.

•	Annexation and City/County Governance 
Transition:  Advocate for changes to annexation 
statutes that will better facilitate annexations, 
and explore legislative ideas to encourage cities 
and counties to better coordinate boundary, 
finance and governance transition issues.

•	Gang Task Force Recommendations: Support 
local option tools and funding for use by cities.

AWC works hard to provide members with real time 
updates throughout the session, despite unpredictable 
calendars and constantly changing schedules and 
debates.

•	Legislative Bulletin—Weekly During Session
	 Tracking of legislative developments and priorities—
emailed and sent in hard copy every Friday during 
session—and monthly the rest of the year.

•	Action Alerts—Immediate & As Needed
	 Immediate, as needed email notice to city officials 
when time is short and local contacts to state 
legislators are critical to the outcome of legislation. 
Alerts include key points and bill numbers for easy 
reference.

•	Legislative Home Page—24/7 Updates
	 Real time updates on news, events and legislative 
developments in Olympia.

Dear Mayors, Councilmembers, and AWC Members: 

What happens in your city matters. 

City services are indispensible – police, fire, clean water, sewer, streets, libraries, parks 
and recreation and more. These services determine a community’s quality of life.	
	
Cities are where Washington does business. Employers choose to locate in cities 
because they need the kinds of services cities provide. 

People call cities home. People choose to live in cities, where their children are 
educated and where they participate in community activities. 
	
To support the activities of Washington’s cities, AWC’s 2008 Major Legislative 
Priorities focus on three areas: city fiscal health & flexibility, quality infrastructure 
for safety & development, and flexible general government operations. 

These major priorities call for solutions that allow cities of all sizes to meet the 
needs of their citizens and continue to provide the economic activity that serves as 
the basis for a strong statewide economy. More information about all of AWC’s 2008 
Legislative Priorities can be found in this guide.

We have been told that major new policy initiatives are not likely in 2008 given 
the short 60-day session and the desire to save money. It’s even more important 
for you to be working directly with your legislators this year to help them better 
understand our concerns and work towards solutions. There is no greater tool than 
your own voice, your own experience, and your own city’s examples to move the 
city agenda forward. 

Please join us this session and throughout 2008 to make sure Olympia hears from home. 

Use this guide today and throughout the year to keep informed, get involved, and 
to continue to build your relationship with your legislators.

Thank you for everything you do for your city and for Washington.

Sincerely,
Your AWC Officers

Rich Munson, President		 Karen Rogers, Vice President
Mayor, Spokane Valley	 	 Councilmember, Port Angeles

Glenn Johnson, Secretary	 Tom Moak, Past President
Mayor, Pullman	 	 	 Councilmember, Kennewick
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AWC Legislative Staff Directory 
Energy & Telecommunications
Victoria Lincoln, Municipal Policy Associate,
victorial@awcnet.org
Analyst: Sheri Sawyer, sheris@awcnet.org

Environment & Water
Dave Williams, Municipal Policy Associate,
davew@awcnet.org
Analyst: Tim Gugerty, timg@awcnet.org

General Local Government
Victoria Lincoln, Municipal Policy Associate,
victorial@awcnet.org
Analyst: Sheri Sawyer, sheris@awcnet.org

Infrastructure, Transportation &
Economic Development
Ashley Probart, Municipal Policy Associate,
ashleyp@awcnet.org
Analysts: Sheri Sawyer, sheris@awcnet.org and
Tim Gugerty, timg@awcnet.org

Land Use & Housing
Dave Williams, Municipal Policy Associate,
davew@awcnet.org
Analyst: Tim Gugerty, timg@awcnet.org

Law & Justice
Tammy Fellin, Municipal Policy Associate,
tammyf@awcnet.org
Analyst: Sheila Gall, sheilag@awcnet.org

Municipal Finance
Jim Justin, Asst. Dir. For Intergovernmental
Relations, jimj@awcnet.org
Analysts: Alicia Seegers Martinelli, aliciam@awcnet.
org and Sheila Gall, sheilag@awcnet.org

Personnel & Labor Relations
Jim Justin, Asst. Dir. for Intergovernmental
Relations, jimj@awcnet.org
Analyst: Luann Daniels, luannd@awcnet.org and 
Deanna Krell, deannak@awcnet.org

Association of Washington Cities Inc.
(360) 753-4137 or 1-800-562-8981 
Fax (360) 753-0149
www.awcnet.org

Keeping Informed
AWC Ready Resources

•	Additional On-line References
	 For streaming video of live floor action as well as 
recorded sessions, go to www.tvw.org. In addition, 
see the A-F directory below for other helpful on-line 
references.

AWC Legislative Homepage
www.awcnet.org/legislative	
Updates & news from the hill 

Bill Info & Tracking
dlr.leg.wa.gov/billtracking
Create personalized legislation tracker

Calendar
www.leg.wa.gov/legislature/calendar
Daily & weekly schedules, agendas

District Directory
apps/leg.wa.gov/districtfinder
Names and contact information

Email Subscriptions
apps.leg.wa.gov/subscriptions
Hearings, floor activities, agendas 

Fiscal Notes
https://fortress.wa.gov/ofm/fnspublic/
Fiscal impact of legislation

2008 Legislative Session & Cut-Off Calendar

January
14 Session convened
30/31 AWC Legislative Action Conference

February
8 Committee cut-off except fiscal and transportation
12 Fiscal and transportation committees cut-off
19 House of origin bill cut-off
29 Opposite house legislation cut-off except fiscal & transportation committees

March
3 Opposite house fiscal and transportation committees cut-off
7 Last day to consider opposite house bills
13 Session scheduled to adjourn
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