DISCOVER PORT TOWNSEND

Walking, Bicycling & Transit Guide Map

Project Summary

Is this a transportation project or one that promotes wellness? Is this a project supported by government agencies, private business or volunteers? Does this help welcome the tourist dollar or allow residents to enjoy their own city? The answer to all those questions is YES!

How can one project be the “yes” to so many questions? It may be because it was an idea  that captured the attention and cooperation of so many different groups. Or maybe it captured so much attention because it was a benefit to so many people.

The Port Townsend Non-Motorized Transportation Advisory Committee, along with City Staff and policy makers developed the  non-motorized trail map to help the residents and the many visitors discover the many walking opportunities around Port Townsend. The City’s GIS system did not contain very complete or accurate information about the trail system in Port Townsend. The committee was tasked with dividing the city into 10 areas and walking each area to accurately inventory and map the trails. Committee members reported on the locations and conditions of the trails, whether trails looped or were a dead end, amenities such as bathrooms, viewpoints and information such as steep trails or difficult intersections. 

This information was not only useful for the map itself, but became a tool for the City to plan future improvements to trails. It let us know where trail maintenance was required and what signage was needed. Once the trails were mapped it also became clear where the next logical trail connections should occur so they would loop rather than dead end.

 Meanwhile, the Port Townsend Bicycle Association was working on a bicycle map of the North Olympic Peninsula with funds provided by an ISTEA grant. Thus the guide map project evolved into a two-sided map. One side was a walking map of Port Townsend and the other side was a bicycle map of the Quimper Peninsula. It also contained a Jefferson Transit map that allows bicyclists and pedestrians to make a connection for longer trips. 

The following budget covered the printing and graphic design costs for the map. Most of the true cost of the project was staff time, volunteer time and services and materials that were donated to the project.


City Contribution



$7,500 plus staff time


Lodging Tax Advisory Board
(LTAC)
$1,500


Jefferson Transit



$1,500

The Port Townsend Bicycle Association, including David McCulloch, donated the information and graphics that were developed by ISTEA grant funds and their volunteers. The graphic design firm, Cynthesis Graphic Design, donated about half of their work. The map is printed on synthetic, waterproof paper. The paper was discounted by the supplier, YUPO. The Chamber of Commerce, LTAC, and Main Street Program have all helped promote the map. 

This map is timely in that it ties in well with the promotion of local wellness programs. “Wellness” is an ever-popular buzz- word and a concept that is supported by health care professionals, schools, government, employers and just about any other entity concerned with the public’s well being. This map, and the information it provides, helps those who are interested in leaving the car parked to walk or bike safely around Port Townsend. The map can show the most direct route, or which areas have steep hills or narrow visibility. It shows the location of parks, viewpoints, beach access and restrooms. It serves people that want to use non-motorized modes of transportation for reasons of utility or convenience or just those who want to walk or bike for recreation or exercise.

The map was one of the City’s most eagerly awaited projects. We had calls from merchants, citizens, the newspapers, LTAC members, Chamber of Commerce and Council members all asking when the map would be available. 

The retail price for a map is $3.95 plus tax. These maps are printed on YUPO #57 Text, a durable, waterproof tear-resistant synthetic paper. Maps are sold wholesale to retail outlets for distribution. The proceeds from the sales will be used for additional reprints of the map.

The City of Port Townsend encourages its residents and visitors to walk or bike. It is good for your health, good for the environment, helps reduce traffic and parking problems and gives you a chance to see Port Townsend in way that isn’t possible from a vehicle. We encourage everyone to come and “Discover Port Townsend”.

